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In what sense it succeeded?

— Fulfilled the seven criteria of fairness

* Universal suffrage, no screening of candidates, power of the
elected, free campaigning, free choice (secret voting), integrity of
elections, election outcome respected

— Opposition won

— Elections were praised by international and local
observers

— No serious challenges to the results

— Over 95% of the Palestinians believed the elections
were free and fair

— Over 85% stated they trust the CEC
— Selected by tiri as a case study of integrity
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Three key players
- The international community
- The political will of the president
- The Central Flections Commission (CEC)
Other important players

- International observers
- Local NGOs and observers
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International Community

* Establishment of the CEC

* Reform of the electoral legal framework

* Financial/technical support to the Commission

* FMunding observation, local NGOs

* Political support (against the PNA and the Israelis)

* Was not perceived as external intervention (the IC
worked from within the system, encouraged and
protected the local players)
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Negative role of the international community

* Public support to particular political group

* Warnings voters against supporting specific

group
* Financial and technical support specific
political group
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The president

* Convinced the Americans in the Elections
and participation of the opposition

* Supported and protected the CEC

Example: supported the CEC over the issue of security
forces voting

* The presidents positions was not shared by
other top otticials
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The Central Elections Commission

* Main strategic decision and achievements

— Role of international consultants

— Employment criteria (exclusion of political activists)
— Voter registration (build a new list)

— Stood against pressure to say “we can’t do 1t”

— Voting of security forces

— Security forces voting (including illiterate voting)

— Challenge of implementing a new electoral system
— Challenges of the restriction of movement

— Regulation of official media

— Managed as a high risk institution
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Observers and NGOs

* Protection against the Israeli authorities
e Affected the behavior of the CEC

* Constrained the PA and security forces
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Shortcomings

* Failure to address the use of mosques in
campaigns

e Failure to monitor candidates and lists
funding

 Incumbents use of govemment resources

* The Court was Akeley’s heel of the process
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Why the Stalemate after the elections

* 'The structure of the political system
* The state revenues,

* The bureaucracy (Hamas sharing of power
was not reflected in bureaucracy
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Conclusion

* Building a credible election process is
possible difficult even in countries where
public institutions are underdeveloped
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